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I. Introduction and Purpose 
Welcome to the Lake Oswego High School Instrumental Music Department!!! 

This is a handbook designed to help students, parents, and the director create a top-notch, efficient music 
department.  We can achieve this goal only through a clear understanding of how individuals function 
effectively within the group. 

The overall goal of the Instrumental Music Department is to create a pleasant and meaningful musical 
experience for all students, and to help prepare students for future endeavors through a well-rounded, 
aesthetically stimulating, and thorough music education. 

Each student and parent is responsible for thoroughly understanding the contents of this handbook and 
should refer to it frequently throughout the school year.   

Kevin Rouse        
Instrumental Director      
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II. Performing Groups 
(1)  Wind Ensemble – This class is designed for the more experienced players in grades 10, 11, and 

12.  9th grade students must have the Director’s permission to enroll.  Entrance into this class is 
by audition or approval of the Director.  It is important for all students in this ensemble to take 
private lessons as the literature is very challenging, and all students must have a strong 
understanding of their instrument and technique to be successful in this group.  As the varsity 
ensemble, the Wind Ensemble represents Lake Oswego High School in Three Rivers League and 
Oregon School Activities Association contests. All members of the Wind Ensemble are required 
to work towards a musical growth grade. 

(2) Symphonic Band - Membership in the Symphonic Band is open to sophomore, junior, and 
senior students who have completed a year (2 semesters) of study in the Concert Band. The 
Symphonic Band continues the development of the musical skills and concepts introduced in the 
Concert Band through the rehearsal and performance of more advanced and sophisticated 
literature. The Symphonic Band performs on all school concerts and select festivals throughout 
the school year. All students in the Symphonic Band are required to participate in the Pep Band.  

(3) Concert Band – The Concert Band is made up of all freshman students. The curriculum of the 
concert band is designed to complete and refine the basic instrumental and musical skills begun 
in the Junior High band program and prepare students to participate in the more advanced music 
they will be encountering in high school. The Concert Band performs on all school concerts and 
select festivals throughout the year. All students in the Concert Band are required to participate in 
the Pep Band. 

(4) Jazz Band - This is a smaller class specifically devoted to playing jazz styles of music.  Entrance 
into this class is by audition or approval of the Director, and will strictly adhere to standard big 
band instrumentation (5 saxophones, 4-5 trombones, 4-5 trumpets, and possibly 2 players on 
each rhythm part).  Participation in the Jazz Band is open to all students enrolled in a concert 
band class (regardless of instrument), orchestra, or choir program.  The Jazz Band performs 
frequently throughout the year for community events, concerts, and jazz festivals. 

(5) Pep Band - The Pep Band supports the athletic teams and school spirit of Lake Oswego High 
School by performing at all home football, men’s, and women basketball games during the 
school year. Pep Band provides students with an opportunity to perform contemporary popular 
music styles. All students enrolled in the band program are required to participate in the pep band 
during the fall football and winter basketball seasons. Students may perform in the Pep Band on 
a secondary instrument with permission from the director.  

(6) Musical Pit Orchestra -The Musical Pit Orchestra is an extracurricular ensemble that provides 
the instrumental accompaniment to Lake Oswego High School musical theatre productions. The 
Pit Orchestra rehearses outside of school at select times as communicated by the band director. 
Students are required to prepare the music on their own time. Students must be present at all 
dress rehearsals and all performances of the musical to participate. Membership in the Pit is at 
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the discretion of the band director. Students who perform in the Pit receive extra credit towards 
their first semester grade in band.  

(7) Chamber Groups - All band members are encouraged to participate in chamber ensembles, 
including duets, trios, and larger instrument ensembles as part of their band experience. There 
will be a chamber ensemble concert in the winter in preparation for the Oregon Music Education 
Association District 14 Solo and Ensemble Contest.  

(8)Private Lessons - Private lessons are the best way to improve performance skills outside of 
the large ensemble experience. Private lessons allow students to benefit from individualized 
instruction and work one-on-one with a master musician. Please see page 18 for a list of local 
recommended instrumental instructors and their contact information. 

III. Grading procedures 

Grades are determined using the following criteria. Grades are updated in StudentVue every 
Friday.  

 Playing and Written Tests – 30 %  
 Engagement and Participation in Rehearsal/Sectionals – 20 %  

Other Performances/Pep Band Requirements – 15%  
Concerts and Performances - 35 % 

PLAYING AND WRITTEN TESTS 

Playing tests are an important way for holding all members of the ensemble to the highest 
standards of performance preparation. Playing tests may be retaken only once for a better grade. 
Students who score a grade of D or lower on any playing test SHOULD retake that test. 
Playing tests constitute 30% of the students’ final grade. 

PLAYING TEST 
Students will be submitting playing test via Google Classroom.  Google Classroom codes for 
each class will be given out on the first day.  If students fail to sign up for google classroom and 
fail to check their google classroom updates via email they will miss assignments which will 
effect their grade.  Assignments will also be posted on the board.  Students will be given at least 
a week to complete their assignment, and instructions will be emailed to each student.  Failure 
to adhere to the instructions will directly effect their grade. 
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WRITTEN TESTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
In addition to playing tests, Mr. Rouse may occasionally administer written assignments, tests, 
or written homework assignments. These assignments also fall under this category in 
determining a student’s final grade.  

MUSIC GROWTH (WIND ENSEMBLE ONLY) 
Your music growth form will be added to this part of your grade.  See Wind Ensemble Music 
Growth form for more details. 

ENGAGEMENT AND PARTICIPATION IN REHEARSAL 

The rehearsal process is central to the preparation of all performed music but is also the vehicle 
through which important musical skills and concepts are introduced and reinforced. Students 
are expected to be present at all rehearsals and participate in them fully. This is defined as: 

1. Having an instrument in good working order and all accessories needed for that 
instrument (mouthpiece, reed, neck strap, mallets, etc.) 

2. Having all necessary music with you at rehearsal and a pencil.  
3. Having all music prepared at an appropriate level as determined and communicated by 

the director (see below).  
4. Being actively engaged in the lesson and an equal partner in the rehearsal process. The 

director will notify the student if their behavior is not to this standard before the first 
grade reduction.  

Disruptive behavior that impedes the development of the ensemble is subject to grading 
penalties. Every two week students receive a “Rehearsal Participation” grade that reflects their 
performance in that week’s rehearsal. Failing to meet the standards listed above results in a 
deduction of that grade.  

BEING PREPARED FOR REHEARSAL 
At the high school level, it is expected that each student will learn his or her part outside of 
class in their individual practice time. The purpose of rehearsal is to “put the pieces together,” 
not teach everyone their own part. 
Rehearsal Technique – This is the daily practice of appropriate ensemble etiquette and behavior.  
Specific behavior expectations are listed below under Classroom Requirements and Guidelines 
for Behavior.  A 5-point grade will be assessed daily based on these expectations.  This will be 
tallied and factored into the final report card grade each marking period.  There may be times 
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when after school rehearsals are needed.  All students that are scheduled to be there must attend 
for a grade, unless they have a note from a parent.  The 5- points will be based on: 
1) Being ready and in the correct place on time. (OT) 
2) Having all materials needed for class:  

a) Pencils  (NP) 
b)Music (NM) 
c) Valve Oil/Rosin (EX) 
d)Mouth pieces, Reeds, bows (IEX) 

3) Doing what is asked of them, participating by playing when asked, and proper use of the 
facility.  Having cell phones is not proper rehearsal technique. 

4) Posture (P) 
5) Performance aspects and Knowledge of parts such as: Tone, Rhythm, Musicality, etc. 
6) Students will lose all points if they do not have instruments or if asked to put their 

instrument away for any reason. (-5 points) 

PEP BAND REQUIREMENTS 

The Lake Oswego band program serves an important community function by providing music 
for football and basketball games. Because it is important that we represent the school and the 
band program well, all band students are required to participate in the Pep Band performances 
throughout the school year. A calendar of all pep band performances will be distributed to the 
students at the beginning of each semester. Students must communicate any conflicts that 
preclude their participation in a pep band event ahead of time in order for their absence 
to be excused. Students are expected to make a reasonable attempt to resolve conflicts 
with pep band events. The band director reserves the right to determine whether an absence is 
excused or not. Students must also communicate ahead of time if they will be arriving late or 
leaving early from a pep band performance for any reason. If a student arrives to a pep band 
performance late or leaves early without the approval of the band director, they will not receive 
full grade credit for that event.  For more information about pep band attendance policies and 
expectations, see page 10.  

EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES 

Students may elect to complete an extra credit music project for every semester in which they 
participate in a band class. Students must submit documentation for all projects submitted for 
extra credit. Sample activities that meet this requirement include: 

• Taking weekly private lessons on your primary band instrument.  
• Organizing or participating in sectional rehearsals outside of class.  
• Serve as a peer mentor for the Lake Oswego Junior High School bands. 
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• Attending two live performances by an ensemble that performs music in the style covered 
in the band program (classical, jazz, etc.). You will be required to submit a program of the 
events you attend. 

• Audition for WIBC, All-State or All-Northwest honor band or orchestra. 
• Be a member of an ensemble that meets weekly outside of school (such as the Portland 

Youth Philharmonic or Metropolitan Youth Symphony). You will be required to submit a 
program from the group containing your name.  

• Prepare a solo or ensemble performance for the OMEA District 14 solo and ensemble 
contest in February. If you are a pianist, you may earn credit by being an accompanist at 
these events.  

• Playing in the Musical Pit Orchestra.  

*Each of these categories will be worth 5 points 
  
ATTENDANCE AT PERFORMANCES 

Concerts are treated as an extension of the school day and as cumulative examinations that must 
be completed at a specific time. Students are required to attend all performances for all 
ensembles in which they participate. Students are also expected to be present for the entire 
duration of the program, including before and after they perform. Failure to adhere to these 
expectations is grounds for an automatic grade of “0” for the performance. Unforeseen 
personal or family emergencies that preclude attendance at performances are and treated on a 
case-by-case basis.  
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IV. Guidelines For Behavior 

REHEARSAL EXPECTATIONS 

ENTERING THE CLASSROOM 
In accordance with school policy, you must be in the band room by the time the bell rings. If 
you arrive after the bell, you must go to the attendance office and get a tardy slip before you can 
join class. Four tardies results in a detention with the office. When you enter the band room, 
immediately get your instrument, music, pencil, and any other materials you might need for 
class and head to your seat. The board at the front of the room will display the agenda for the 
day. Put your music and materials in the correct order before class begins in order to minimize 
transition time. Percussionists should make sure that all instruments and equipment they would 
need for class are ready before class begins.  

BEGINNING CLASS 
Class will always begin 3 minutes after the bell rings. This gives you time to get your 
instrument and music out and be ready for class. When Mr. Rouse stands on the podium to 
begin class, the room should be silent. If you are not in your seat with your instrument 
assembled at this time and with all the materials you need for class (including accessories, a 
pencil, and music), you will be marked as tardy. This will also affect your rehearsal technique 
grade.  Percussionists must be at the mallet instruments at this time with the appropriate warm-
up materials ready. 

BEHAVIOR DURING CLASS 
Students are expected to be prepared for every rehearsal. This includes having an instrument in 
working condition and all appropriate accessories and equipment with them at all rehearsals. In 
rehearsal, students should actively contribute to the preparation process by playing to the 
highest ability and actively listening and engaging with the performances of their peers. This 
includes having a pencil to make notes and mark music as directed. Students are to be respectful 
of their peers’ space, property, and musical performances at all times. As outlined in the 
“Grading Policies” section above, failure to meet these expectations is subject to grading 
penalties.  If you need to ask or respond to a question, raise your hand and wait to be called 
upon. If the director is working with another section, do not talk to the people around you. If 
someone talks to you, do not respond. They will get the message.  
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CELL PHONE POLICY 
No cell phones are allowed in rehearsal. We may use them for an assignment, but that will 
be explained to you during class. You will be given a warning to put the phone away the first 
time you have it out. If you take your phone out again, it will be confiscated and sent to the 
office. You can get your phone from the office at the end of the school day.  

CLASS DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
Do not begin packing up until Mr. Rouse dismisses class. You will always be given plenty of 
time to pack up your instrument at the end of class.   All brass and woodwind players must put 
their stands on the rack at the end of class. Percussionists must make sure that all mallet 
equipment is covered, that all music is put away, and that all sticks, mallets, and accessory 
instruments are put away in their proper place. Do not leave the band room until the bell rings. 

AT PERFORMANCES 

REPORT TIMES 
Report times for performances are always communicated well ahead of time. The report time is 
the time that you must be at the designated area ready to begin rehearsing or performing. It is 
not the time that you should be walking in the door. If you are late to a performance your 
grade for that event will be affected.  

CONCERTS 
Concert performances are the capstone events in the LOHS band program. Students should 
represent themselves and the entire LOHS band program with pride when at concerts. While on 
stage, students should not talk or act in a way that distracts from the musical performance. 
Students must also demonstrate respect and support to other performers while sitting in the 
audience. Disrespectful behavior as determined by the director is grounds for removal from the 
concert and is treated the same as an unexcused absence even if the student has already 
performed their portion of the concert. Students are expected to present for the entire duration 
of a concert, including before and after their ensemble has performed.  

FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL GAMES 
The energy provided by the pep band is an integral part of the pageantry of Lake Oswego 
sporting events. Students are encouraged to actively support and cheer on the athletic teams at 
pep band events. No disrespectful behavior or language directed towards opposing teams, 
coaches, fans, or officials will be tolerated.  All musical performances at these events will be 
held to the same expectations as any other ensemble.   
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PEP BAND ATTENDANCE POLICY 

You are expected to be at every pep band performance that is scheduled, including rehearsals 
before the games. If you cannot attend a pep band game, will be arriving late, or will be leaving 
the game early, you need to communicate that to Mr. Rouse as soon as you are aware of the 
conflict. You are expected to make a reasonable attempt to resolve conflicts with the pep 
band and other activities. Work is not a sufficient reason to miss a pep band event.  For full 
credit you MUST BE ON TIME! 

TRIPS AND FESTIVALS 
Occasionally, students have the opportunity to leave campus to perform at festivals, contests, or 
other events. These performances are not optional, and are considered an important part of the 
curriculum. Whenever students are outside of the Lake Oswego community for festivals, 
contests, or other trips they represent not only themselves but also the entire program. It is 
expected that all students will be on their best behavior and be model citizens. Inappropriate 
behavior is grounds to be sent home immediately and lose credit for participation in the event. 
Students are expected to keep track of their time and should arrive at all designated meeting 
sites on time.  
 When attending festivals, we will usually arrive early or stay after our performance to 
watch other groups perform. This is an important opportunity to support and learn from the 
other great music programs in the area. While in the audience for these events, students should 
listen attentively and demonstrate great audience etiquette. Students may not be on their phone 
while another group is performing.  

The purchase, distribution, or consumption of alcohol, tobacco, or other illicit 
substances on all trips is expressly forbidden and is grounds to be sent home immediately 
at the student’s expense. Violators may lose future performance privileges and may be subject 
to additional discipline by the school district.   
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V. Concert Attire 

WIND ENSEMBLE 
Men: For all concert performances, men must wear a black tuxedo with a black bowtie and 
cummerbund. These items are provided to the students for use during the school year. The 
students must provide a white tuxedo shirt, black dress shoes, and black socks. Jewelry is 
limited to one watch and one stud or small earring in each ear.  

Women: Students are provided with a black uniform dress. Students must provide their own 
black, closed-toed shoes. Jewelry is limited to one watch and one stud or small earring in each 
ear.  

Non-binary: A professional combination or adoption of either example above is permissible. 
Please talk with your parents, teacher, and school counselor to accommodate and find the most 
appropriate option. 

The tuxedos and dresses should be placed on a hanger and stored properly at all times when not 
being worn. At the end of the school year, Wind Ensemble students should have their tuxedo 
items and dresses dry cleaned before turning them back in.  

SYMPHONIC AND CONCERT BANDS 
Men: Students should wear a black, long-sleeved, button-up dress shirt with black dress pants. 
Students must also wear a black belt, black dress shoes, and black socks.  Jewelry is limited to 
one watch and one stud or small earring in each ear.  

Women: Students should wear a black dress shirt or blouse with a black skirt or pants. Sleeves 
must be ¾ length or longer. Students must wear long pants or skirts below then knees while 
sitting.  Students must also wear close-toed black dress shoes and sheer black stockings (or 
black socks if you choose to wear pants). Jewelry is limited to one watch and one stud or small 
earring in each ear. 

Non-binary: A professional combination or adoption of either example above is permissible. 
Please talk with your parents, teacher, and school counselor to accommodate and find the most 
appropriate option 
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Students should not wear casual clothing (black or dark colored jeans, athletic shoes, and tee 
shirts are not acceptable attire for concerts), overly revealing clothing, or dirty or destroyed 
clothing. Students who do not meet these guidelines will be asked to change before being 
allowed to perform or may have their grade for the performance reduced. Remember: you are 
representing the entire Lake Oswego community with your appearance: look your best!   

VI. Facilities  
The Lake Oswego High School band program is fortunate to have access to state-of-the-art 
rehearsal and performance facilities. It is the job of everyone involved in the program to 
maintain the facilities and ensure that they are in good working order. All trash should be 
disposed of in a trashcan. Absolutely no food, drink (excluding water), or gum is allowed in 
the band room, practice rooms, or other facilities used by the band program at any time. 
Students and their parents or guardians will be held responsible for the costs of any damage that 
they inflict to the band facilities.  

PRACTICE ROOMS 

The practice rooms are available for all band students to use before and after school. Students 
may reserve a practice room with the band director for their exclusive use once a week. Access 
to unreserved practice rooms at these times is on a first-come first-serve basis. Students should 
make sure that they leave the practice room the same way that they found it. This includes 
returning all chairs and stands to their appropriate storage places.  No food or drink is allowed 
in the practice rooms at any time. No students should be in a practice room if Mr. Rouse or 
another teacher is not in the band room. Access to these rooms is a privilege, not a right. 

STORAGE ROOMS 

The percussion and instrument locker rooms are for storing instruments and equipment only. 
Only percussionists should be in the percussion storage room, and are responsible for keeping 
the room neat and organized.  

LOCKERS  

Every student enrolled in the band program has the option of renting a locker for the storage of 
his or her instrument, music, and equipment. Students should not store other materials 
(including schoolbooks, binders, backpacks, and food) in their band room lockers. The lockers 
should remain locked at all times when not being used. Students who do not follow these 
expectations may lose their locker privileges. Any objects left in the locker at the end of the 
school year are considered abandoned and will be disposed of accordingly.  
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REAR BAND ROOM DOOR 

The rear door to the band room is available for use before and after school only. For security 
reasons, the door will be locked once school begins. After that time, you cannot enter or exit the 
school through that door. Do not prop open the rear door at any time. Do not let anyone in 
through the rear band room door during school hours. 

VIII. Instruments and Equipment 

Students are required to have a working instrument in good condition at all rehearsals and performances. Failure 
to do so will result in rehearsal participation grade penalties. Students are responsible for all accessories needed 
for the use and maintenance of their instrument.  Woodwind players are required to have at least three reeds in 
good condition at all rehearsals and performances. Brass players are required to oil valves and slides on a 
regular basis. FAILURE TO HAVE AN INSTRUMENT IN GOOD WORKING ORDER AND/OR THE 
NECESSARY EQUIPMENT AT A PERFORMANCE IS TREATED AS AN UNEXCUSED ABSENCE.  

A NOTE ON REEDS 

At the high school level, woodwind students need to be playing on reeds that give them the best possible sound. 
Some reed brands that were appropriate as beginners and in junior high school are no longer acceptable to meet 
the musical demands of the more advanced music. The following reeds are approved for use in the high school 
band program: 

Oboe and Bassoon Students should be using hand-scraped reeds, NOT machine-cut 
reeds. Quality reeds can be purchased online at mmimports.com or 
from a private instructor. 

All Clarinets  
 and Saxophones

The following brands are recommended 
• Vandoren 
• D’Addario 
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INSTRUMENTS AND SUPPLY LIST  

The upgrades are highly recommended and will greatly enhance the quality of the student’s tone and playing 
response. It is also recommended that students own a folding metal music stand for home practice, along with a 
small electronic metronome and chromatic tuner. A metronome and tuner are available as stand alone devices or 
in combination, or as an app for both Apple or Android devices. 

Equipment Supplied by Equipment Needed

Flute own/rent
Soft cleaning cloth and cleaning rod. Upgrade – Yamaha or comparable 
open-hole flute with off-set G. Consult a teacher before purchasing .

Oboe Own/school/
rent

Three medium-soft Jones reeds, cork grease, cleaning swab.  Highly 
recommend private teacher.

Bassoon
Own/school/
rent

Three Jones reeds ( beginning/intermediate – medium soft, advanced - 
medium), cork grease, cleaning swab.  Highly recommend private 

Bb Clarinet own/rent

Box of 10 Mitchell Lurie #2 1⁄2 or 3 size reeds (or Vandoren #2 or 2 
1/2), cleaning swab, cork grease. Upgrade – Hite Premier mouthpiece, 
#2 1⁄2 or 3 Mitchell Lurie reeds, Bonade Reverse Ligature. The 
Vandoren M13 lyre or M15 mouthpiece is optimum for very advanced 

Bass Clarinet school/rent
Box of 10 Rico or Rico Royal reeds ( beginning - #2 size, experienced - 
2 1⁄2 size (Vandoren #2), or two #2 Legere synthetic reeds) , cleaning 

Contra Clarinet school/rent Same as Bass Clarinet

Alto Sax own/rent
Box of 10 #2 1⁄2 or 3 Rico or Rico Royal reeds, cleaning swab, cork 
grease. Upgrade –Selmar C* mouthpiece. Vandoren #2 or 2 1/2 reeds.

Tenor Sax Own/school/
rent

Same as alto sax, but two #2 Legere synthetic reeds are excellent.

Bari Sax school/rent Same as alto sax, but two #2 Legere synthetic reeds are excellent.

Trumpet own/rent
Valve oil, slide grease, 7C or 5C style mouthpiece, cleaning snake, 
mouthpiece brush. Upgrade – Bach. Consult a teacher before 

French Horn Oen/school/
rent

Holton Farkas MDC or Laskey 75G mouthpiece, rotary valve oil, slide 
grease.

Trombone own/rent
Yamaha slide oil, Yamaha 48 or Bach 6 1/2 AL, Shilke 51 D 
mouthpiece. Upgrade –Trombone with F attachment. Consult a 

Baritone/Euphonium Own/school/
rent

Schilke 51D mouthpiece, valve oil, slide grease.

Tuba school/rent Conn Helleberg mouthpiece, valve oil, slide grease.

Percussion school/rent
Vic Firth SD-1 or 5B concert snare sticks, timpani mallets (staccato), 
plastic bell mallets, a stick bag, practice pad, and bell kit.
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EQUIPMENT AND MUSIC CARE 

MUSIC  

1. Sheet music and text books must be stored in a music folder designed to store sheet music. The 
folder and music must be kept in good condition. Lost or worn folders must be replaced at your 
expense. Folders can be purchased from school. Be sure you write your name on your music 
folder. 

2. Lost or damaged materials will be assessed a replacement fee.   Sheet music will be $5 per piece.
3. Use only pencil to write on the music. Please do not use ANY type of pen. 

EQUIPMENT 

1. Make sure you attach an identification tag to your instrument case which includes the school name 
and your phone number. This is critical in the event your instrument is lost, or in many cases, left on 
the bus. 

2. Keep your instrument in working condition. Periodically inspect your instrument and report any damage 
or maintenance needs. 

3. Equipment is to be stored in its designated space . Do not leave instruments in the hallway.  Small 
instruments like flute and clarinet should be stored in the lockers. 

4. Instruments need to be kept clean, both inside and out for sanitary reasons and for better playing 
response . Do not chew gum, drink soda, or eat while playing an instrument. 

5. Woodwinds and saxophones need to be dried out with a swab after each playing. Reeds should be 
removed from the mouthpiece after each playing and placed in a reed saver. Rotating reeds prolongs the 
lifespan of a reed. Flutes have a ramrod-cotton cloth device which is used for wiping the inside of the 
flute. 

6. Brass instruments need to have the mouthpiece brushed out once a week with a mouthpiece brush, soap, 
and rinsed with water. The lead pipe (the pipe connected to the mouthpiece) should be brushed at least 
once a month with a lead-pipe brush, soap, and rinsed with water. The school has these brushes available 
near the sink, or you can purchase the cleaning equipment and take care of the maintenance at home 
(recommended). Isopropyl alcohol is also excellent for cleaning and disinfecting the inside tubes of the 
instrument. Valves need to be oiled regularly. The tuning and valve slides need to be greased with slide 
grease, or a blend of petroleum jelly and a drop or two of valve oil. Trombone players need to properly 
maintain their slide by wiping the old grease off and applying a light coating of Yamaha Slide Oil. 

7. More detailed cleaning procedures will be discussed in class, such as bathing the small brass instruments 
and oiling keys on the woodwind instruments. You can also find many cleaning resources online or at 
your local music retailer. The shops also offer cleaning services along with their routine maintenance 
plans. 

8. Percussionists will learn how to maintain the school percussion equipment. They will be responsible for 
keeping the percussion section in a neat and orderly manner and returning all of the auxiliary equipment 
to the appropriate storage locations. 

 Students and parents are financially responsible for repairs on school owned instruments which are     
the result of misuse or neglect. Please never leave it unattended while it is out of the case during class. 

INSTRUMENT RENTALS 
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Students who do not own their instrument or cannot obtain one from a local music store may rent one from the 
school district. Students who rent an instrument must complete a rental contract and pay the $80 rental fee 
(payable by check to “Lake Oswego School District”) no later than Monday September 8th. Students who 
wish to rent a school instrument for personal use of the summer must complete an addition rental contract and 
pay the $30 rental fee no later than Wednesday June 8th. Students will not be able to take the instrument 
home until the rental contract and check has been turned in. Students and their families will be held financially 
liable for any and all damage that occurs during the rental period. If the cost to repair the instrument exceeds 
80% of the instrument’s value, the student and their parents are responsible for replacing the instrument.  

The following instruments may be rented from the school district: 
• Oboe 
• Bassoon 
• Bass clarinet 
• Tenor saxophone 
• Baritone saxophone 
• French horn 
• Bass Trombone 
• Euphonium 
• Tuba 

Students whose primary instrument is flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, trumpet, or trombone are required to 
provide their own instrument or rent one from a local music store. The school does own a few of these 
instruments that can be rented only when the student cannot provide one on their own.  

SHEET MUSIC 

Students are expected to take good care of all sheet music (including pep band music), method books, and other 
instructional materials issued to them throughout the course of the school year. Sheet music should be kept in a 
music folder at all times. Students should mark their music with a pencil only and erase their markings before 
returning the music. Students and their parents will be responsible for replacing lost sheet music or music that is 
returned defaced, destroyed, or in otherwise unusable condition as determined by the director.  

MUSIC STAND AND CHAIRS 

Students are expected to take care of the music stands and chairs found in the band room. The music stands 
should be used for holding music only and should not be used as a writing surface or a table as this can damage 
them. Chairs and stands should be properly placed on the appropriate racks at the end of the school day. 
Students and their parents will be held responsible for replacing any music stands or chairs that are damaged as 
a result of misuse.  
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IX. Note To Parents 
Your support to the LOHS Instrumental Music Program is invaluable. Here are ways to help: 
 - Contact the Director if you are concerned about any aspect of the program or your child's participation. 

- Attend your child's performances. 
- Private Lessons will be a big way to make this program amazing.  Please think about getting these for 

your child. 
- Monitor your child's practice and give critical feedback as necessary. 
- See that damaged instruments are repaired promptly. 
- Make every effort to plan family activities around our performance dates (a calendar is provided to the 

students at the beginning of the year) 

X. Private Lesson Instructors 
The following teachers are recommended because of their wealth of knowledge and experience 
working with students. Students can receive extra credit for taking regular, weekly lessons.  

Flute 
Rachel Rencher.  Professional Flutist 
rachel52770@yahoo.com 

Sydney Carlson  Flute Professor, Portland State University 
sydneyc@pdx.com  

Laila Murphy Professional Flutist 
lailamurphy@msn.com 

Oboe 
Kyle Mustain  Oboist, Oregon Symphony 
mustainkyle@gmail.com 

Bassoon 
Adam Trussell  Bassoon Professor, Lewis & Clark College 
adamtrussell@lclark.edu  

Clarinet 
Dunja Jennings Clarinet Professor, Lewis & Clark College 
dunja@lclark.edu 

Ricky Smith  Professional Clarinetist 
rickylsmith@icloud.com 

Saxophones 
Sean Fredenburg Saxophone Professor, Portland State University 
sean.fredenburg@gmail.com 

Erez Levi  Professional Saxophonist 
erez@erezlevi.com  
erez420@gmail.com 
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Trumpet 
Joe Klause  Professional Musician 
joeklause@gmail.com 

Steve Conrow Principal Trumpet, Oregon Symphony 
scconrow@hotmail.com 

Doug Reneau Trumpet, Oregon Symphony 
dougreneau@gmail.com  

French Horn 
Kurt Heichelheim  Professional Musician 
heichelheim.kurt@gmail.com 

Sarah Hemphill  Horn Instructor, George Fox University 
shemphill@georgefox.edu 

Larry Johnson Horn Professor, Oregon State University 
joemama304@msn.com 

Trombone  
Ron Babcock Trombone Professor, Portland State University 
babcocr@pdx.edu 
(503) 725 – 3181 

Andy Becker Professional Musician  
http://abeckermusic.wixsite.com/privatelessons 
(503) 530 – 6881 
 
Charlie Reneau Trombonist, Oregon Symphony 
charles289@juno.com 
(423) 902 - 5659 

Euphonium/Tuba 
Andy Becker Professional Musician 
http://abeckermusic.wixsite.com/privatelessons 
(503) 530 – 6881 

Ja’Ttik Clark Principal Tuba, Oregon Symphony 
(503) 827-8212 

Andy Harris Professional Musician 
director@bighornbrass.org 

Percussion 
Will Reno Timpanist and Percussionist for Oregon Opera 
wrenotimp@gmail.com 

Gordon Rencher Professional Percussionist 
grperc@comcast.net 
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Lake Oswego High School Band 
Handbook and Website Contract and Information Form 

2022-2023 

Contact Information: 

Student’sName: _________________________Parents ‘Name(s)________________________ 

Mailing Address: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(eve):__________________________  

Email(parent):_______________________________ 

Phone Number(day):__________________________  

Email(parent):_______________________________ 

Phone Number(cell):__________________________  

Email(student):______________________________ 

Acknowledgement: 

I have read through the handbook and the website in its entirety and fully understand all of my 
rights and responsibilities as a member of the Lake Oswego High School Instrumental Music 
Department. I fully understand all of the procedures outlined in the handbook and website 
including the calendar, procedures for after school rehearsal and concerts, conduct at Music 
Department events, and the grading policy. 

Student Signature: ___________________________________   Date: _____________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________     Date: _____________ 
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Lake Oswego Instrumental Program 
Donation

We invite you to support the Lake Oswego High School band 
program.  Our district-allocated budget each school year covers 
basic costs of operating the Band Program. Through the generous 
support of parents and businesses, we can provide a higher quality 
program experience at Lake Oswego School with 100% of your 
donation going directly to the enhancement of music education for 
your student.  

We are asking all band families to consider a $75 support donation 
to LOHS Band Program this year.  Typically, fundraising efforts are 
focused on selling items (i.e. Cookies, Candy, Coupon Books) 
during the fall season, however this year we are offering a new 
approach – DONATION to a great program! We are strongly 
encouraging all families, if they can, to make a $75 donation to the 
Band in lieu of selling! 

__________________________________________________________ 
Detach and send with donation 

Name: _______________________________   Date: ______________ 

Donation: ____________________________ 

Please make checks payable to LOHS.
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